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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from On the Coasts of Cathay and Cipango Forty Years
Ago: A Record of Surveying Service in the China Yellow and Japan Seas and on the Seaboard of Korea and
Manchuria In the year 1855, a portion of the British Fleet, then in Chinese waters, which was detached for the
purpose of capturing the Russian Squadron known to be in the Gulf of Tartary, and traced to an anchorage at
the head of it, Castries bay, had been practically played the fool with owing to hydrographical ignorance
alluded to in the above quotation; for, while the English Commodore supposed he had entrapped the Russians
in that bay, from which he concluded they had no escape, save by attacking him in their passage to the
southward to reach the Sea of Okhotsk by way of La Perouse Strait, - the Russians had quietly retired through
the straits separating the Island of Saghalin from the main, where the imagination of geographers had placed
an isthmus, and so had escaped to the shelter of their fortifications in the Amur River. The navigability of this
channel was unknown to any one save the Russians, who had had possession of this knowledge since 1849,
from the discoveries that year, of their naval captain, Nevelskoy. This ignorance, geographical and
hydrographical, of England, at home, screened the commodore for his failure on the coast of Tartary, though
naval men on the China station were by no means complimentary in speaking of him; fogs, physical and
mental, had, no doubt, played their part in the resulting indecision. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at...
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