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Inquiry Into the Botanical History, Chemical Properties, and
Medicinal Virtues, of the Spiraea Tomentosa of Linnaeus:
Submitted as an Inaugural Essay to the Public Examination of
the Trustees and Professors of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons in the State of New York The introduction of a new
medicine into general use, is necessarily slow, as its reputation
must be acquired and maintain ed by the test of experience.
Many remedies, which are now universally regarded, as among
the most estimable in the Materia Medica, were doomed to serve
in subordination, while the process of practical experiment was
demonstrating their efficacy, and their claim to the character
which they have obtained. Many of our indigenous plants have
of late received considerable attention, and some have proved
important acquisitions to the resources of the physician; others,
which were no less extolled for their virtues, have scarcely
survived the eulogy of their discoverers. In the present state of
medical science, it is to be expected, that whatever new may be
offered on this subject, and...
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